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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

16 Sept—Discussion Group  
3rd Wednesday* by Zoom 

18 Sept—FFFQFF Quiz 
alt Fridays 2:00pm by Zoom 

22 Sept—Investors 
by Zoom 

24 Sept—Book Groups 
by Zoom 

28 Sept—Creative Pursuits 

1 October—Solo 
—International Probus Day 

2 October—FFF Quiz 
2:00pm by Zoom 

15 October—Boroondara Seniors 
Festival Gala Concert, 3:00pm 
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Stay well stay safe 

Judy Brophy  

Anne Harman 

Virginia Kemp  

Catherine Origlasso 

Greig Provan 

Richard Van de Velde 

Rod Wilkinson 

* during COVID usually on Wednesday 

Don’t forget—graphics 
or pictures with a 

green border will pro-
vide a link to the inter-
net when pdf is viewed 
on a computer or tablet 

Another busy week ahead 
for us all!  On Wednesday, 

Peter Phelan will be leading a discussion on Australia’s Aged 
Care Service (See page 3).  Peter has a list of suggested topics 
for includsion in the discussion, so let’s get our thinking caps 
on to get answers to those niggling questions we all have on 
this issue. 

On Friday, our Trivia Quizmaster (or is it Quizperson?), Judy, 
will do her best to befuddle us all with the latest edition of 
the trivia quiz.  Our BIG challenge is to knock our two times 
champion, Lyn, off her perch.  Lyn is studying intensely in or-
der to hold her title, while Judy is conjuring up questions to 
trick her.  The week’s challenge is for you to bring along to 
the Quiz someone who’s not been quizzing with us—
whether one of our members or a visitor.  So, let’s have a big 
field, you will have a lot of fun.   

Meanwhile during lockdown, Peggy and I continue to pound 
the pavement and trails around Doncaster and Templestowe, 
keeping within our five kilometre range.  Now that the 
weather is getting warmer we have been spending more 
time in the garden, pruning and feeding, plus removing all 
the weeds. 

Please send any items of interest to Russ for inclusion in the 
Newsletter, all contributions will be gratefully received. 

Take care and stay healthy. 

Ron’s Rambles 
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Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of 

our club and its activities 

The President, Ron Johnson opened the Zoom 
meeting at 10.03 am 

Attendees. Circa 60 members were in attendance. 
Apologies were not recorded. 

Ron opened the meeting by welcoming everybody in 
attendance then handed over to Judy Brophy who 
introduced Matthew Etty–Leal as our guest speaker.  
Matthew is from the Balwyn Historical Society and 
his topic was The Western District Squattocracy. 

Matthew complemented his talk with the use of per-
tinent slides relating to aspects of his delivery.  He 
described how the Western District developed and 
the many famous people and families who settled 
there.  

He spoke of their English and Scottish backgrounds 
being from both Church of England and Presbyterian 
persuasions.  He also referred to the displacement of 
indigenous people from their hunting grounds and 
the massacres which occurred to vast numbers be-
tween 1794 to 1872.  Many spectacular homesteads 
were also displayed and a history of inhabitants, rel-
atives, aristocrats and public and prominent posi-
tions held by many of them were given due atten-
tion.  This story was played out using a geographical 
backdrop covering a vast area involving such towns 
as Dunkeld, Hamilton, Horsham, Camperdown, Skip-
ton, Stawell et al. 

Matthew finished his talk at 10.38 and asked for 
questions.  This too was a very informative session 
which concluded at 10.55am. 

Ron thanked Matthew for his presentation.    

He then asked for the Minutes of the last General 

meeting to be accepted.  Moved Ron and seconded 
by Lyn.  Passed. 

The Committee members were then called upon  to 
deliver their respective reports.  Although these re-
ports have been comprehensively dealt with in the 
Newsletter (Grey Matter) each committee member 
was given the opportunity for a personal input. 

Secretary’s Report 
Marty delivered a short report referring to his com-
prehensive notes in the Committee Report in Issue 
25 of Grey Matter.  He also gave praise to all the 
committee for the work it does to keep the club alive 
and relevant. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Phil expanded on what is already in Issue 25 of Grey 
Matter.  He then moved that the Treasurers Report 
be accepted. Seconded by Ron. Passed  

Membership Report 
Peter also drew members attention to this category 
in Issue 25 of Grey Matter.  He added a few words re 
the Member’s Directory not being produced in book-
let form this year, but made mention of the fact that 
detailed listings have been sent to members in print-
ed format. 

Welfare Report 
As above, most has already been covered in Grey 
Matter.  Veronica added her personal touch here 
once again. 

Outings and Activities Report 
Judy mentioned a secretive Bus Trip Around the 
Block which is now fully booked …...so BAD LUCK to 
all who missed out.  Heartless. 

We are reminded of the next quiz day on Friday Sep-
tember 18th.  We are all encouraged to either invite 
another member to join in or bring a friend to play. 
Lyn was congratulated for her winning streak but 
Judy wants her “knocked off”.  This expression was 
discussed then promptly dropped. 

Newsletter Report 
Russ basically stated that he could not add anything 
which has not already been dealt with in the News-
letter. All going well.  

In winding up the meeting: 
Ron thanked Merilyn and her team for all the work 
re the masks and Merilyn gave a hearty thank you 
for all her helpers. The initiative is to continue to 
assist the homeless.   

Lyn was pleased to see so many members had 
attended today’s meeting. 

Meeting concluded at 11.06 am. 
Next General Meeting via ZOOM will be at 10 am on 
October 13th. 
Prepared by M P Malone, Secretary 

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.     

Minutes of General Meeting Tuesday 8 September 2020 via ZOOM 

‘Blackwood’ Home of 
the Ritchies recently 

sold to Chinese interests 
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Discussion 
Online learning 

A zoom review of WIN 10 is in the 
pipeline. To prepare 
for this interested 
participants are 
asked to send ques-
tions/queries to 
Roy via email.  

The review is on 
the Operating Sys-
tem of WIN 10 not 
the software that is used such as 
Word, Excel, etc although the OS and 
software are interdependent.  

Areas of interest could be Updates, 
Networks, Printers, USB drives, Files 
and File types, troubleshooting, Admin-
istrator, 
Browsers and 
Security to 
name a few. 

Alternate Friday afternoons:   
Friday 18 September  2:00pm by Zoom 

Be ready to laugh until your sides hurt by joining 
in the next Frivolous Friday Fantastic Quiz.  

While the next Quiz challenge is for partici-
pants to bring along a new quizzer—a club 
member or non-member friend—you don’t 
have to have been interrogating your trivia 
stores to either come along 
or to also bring a friend.  It’s 
certainly a matter of the 
more the merrier.   
Convenor, trivia guru,  
judge & quizmaster:   
Judy Brophy 

FFFQFF— 

Coming up 

3rd Wednesday:  Wednesday 16 September, 
10:30am by Zoom 

Australia’s Aged Care Service – both residential and 
in home. 

The discussion will be led by Peter Phelan.  The fol-
lowing are some questions that may provoke discus-
sion. 

 What are the sources of funds for residential aged 
care (RAC) and are they adequate?  If they need 
increasing, where from – taxpayers or residents? 

 How do you pick a good residential aged care ser-
vice? 

 Have there been major changes over the last 10 
years in the type of elderly people admitted to 
RACs? 

 What seem to be their major shortcomings? 

 What are the sources of funds for In-Home Aged 
Care? 

 Should the number of available packages be in-
creased and who should pay? 

 What services can be accessed?, deficiencies? 

 Is there an adequate (number and skills) work-
force for RAC and In-Home Aged Care? 

 How can you get some idea of what you may have 
to contribute for RAC and In-Home Aged Care? 
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Seenager 
I JUST discovered my age group!  I am a 
Seenager (senior teenager). 

I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, 
only 55-60 years later.  I don’t have to go to 
school or work.  I get an allowance every 
month.  I have my own pad.  I don’t have a 
curfew.  I have a driver’s licence and my own 
car. 

I have ID that gets me into bars and the wine 
store.  I like the wine store best.  The people I 
hang around with are not scared of getting 
pregnant, they aren’t scared of anything, they 
have been blessed to live this long, why be 
scared?  And don’t have acne.  Life is Good! 

Also, you will feel much more intelligent after 
reading this, if you are a Seenager.  Brains of 
older people are slow because they know so 
much.  People do not decline mentally with 
age; it just takes them longer to recall facts be-
cause they have more information in their 
brains.  Scientists believe this also makes you 
hard of hearing as it puts pressure on your in-
ner ear. 

Also, older people often go to another room to 
get something and when they get there, they 
stand there wondering what they came for.  It 
is NOT a memory problem; it is nature’s way of 
making older people do more exercise. 

SO THERE 

I have more friends I should send this to, but 
right now I can’t remember their names.  So 
please forward this to your friends; they may 
be my friends too. 

COVID COMFORT 
Here’s another offering for some  
COVID Comfort. 

“Raspberry slice” 
Ingredients: 

125g butter 
3/4 cup sugar 
1 tsp vanilla 

1½  cups SR flour 
1 egg 
Berries 

Method 
Cream butter and sugar 

Add egg, vanilla, mix well, then add flour 

¾ of mixture on base of slice tin 

Cover with berries 

‘Blob’ rest of mixture on 
top. 

30 minutes  moderate 
oven 

Why mothers and grandmothers yell so much 

September is a great time in the garden. 

While organised visits to gardens aren’t currently 
possible, Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive 
of our Royal Botanic Gar-
dens invites members to 
visit the “Virtual Garden”. 

Garden appreciation. 

VISIT 

https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/virtualgarden?utm_campaign=virtual-garden&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_content=enews-sep20
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I feel guilty in admitting that the virus has had 
absolutely no effect on our daily life up here.  As 
my medical friends warn me, we have been 
lucky so far, and we need to make sure we are 
prepared for the next wave but people up here 
are still shaking hands when they meet you.  In 
Perth they are more conscious and have at least 
the basic precautions of hand sanitiser every-
where and reminders about keeping your dis-
tance.  However, dining out has absolutely no 
limitations.  

As to what is happening on the farm, it is now on 
the market. I absolutely hate doing it, but it is a 
necessity of life.  I just have to be happy that it 
was wonderful growing up here. If anyone wants 
to know what I am regretting parting with just 

google “Koobabbie Farm for sale" 

Last week we had some desperately needed rain 
and are again looking for more.  This is both for 
crops and feed.  I have become a typical farmer!  
Always too dry, too wet, too hot, too cold.  We 
are now heading into fly strike season and there 
is a photo above of a merino ewe being crutched 
in the portable cradle.  Yes it is most undignified 
for a lady but much preferable to fly strike.  The 
cradle saves the flock being bought in all the way 
to the shearing shed. It also means the person 
doing the crutching does not have to bend. It 
really is a smart bit of equipment as the animal is 
securely held as you attend to whatever body 
part you need to. 

The wildflowers are now just coming out and, as 
this area is known for its wildflowers, the grey 
nomads are on the move, including some of my 
friends.  I also hear the wreath leschenaultia are 
in bloom about 30 kms away, so I must visit 
them soon.  Meanwhile I can do plenty of nice 

Wendy Le Get  
writes from Koobabbie Farm, Waddie Forrest, Coorow WA 

https://raywhiterurallivestock.com.au/properties/rural/wa/coorow-6515/cropping/2364594
https://raywhiterurallivestock.com.au/properties/rural/wa/coorow-6515/cropping/2364594
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walks around here and below are a few photos 
of flowers coming out on different areas of the 
farm.  As yet the orchids are not out on our lake 
country.  This comprises 1,000 hectares and is 
not farming country and has some rare flora.  
Hence the family is trying to gift it to an organi-
sation that will protect it. 

I feel for everyone in lockdown as I enjoy my 
freedom.  I am in isolation a lot of the time as I 
live in the main farm house by myself.  The sad 
part is my Victorian family cannot come and en-
joy their farm before it is sold.  

Thinking of you all.  Stay safe and well. 

Wendy Le Get 

Supporting community activities within the City of 
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising. 

Cont 

Kids  memories of the Bible….. 
 The people who followed the lord were called the 12 

decibels. 
 The epistels were the wives of the apostles. 
 One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was 

also a taximan. 
 St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy 

acrimony, which is another name for marraige. 
 Christians have only one spouse. This is called  

monotony. 
Remember when the milkman delivered milk each 
day?   
… they received some interesting notes….. “Please 
Mr Milkman” 

“Please send me a Government form for cheap 
milk, for I have a baby two months old and did not 
know about it until a neighbour told me.” 

“Please send me details about cheap milk as I am 
stagnant.” 

“My back door is open. Please put milk in 'fridge, 
get money out of cup in drawer and leave change 
on kitchen table in pence, because we want to play 
bingo tonight.” 

“When you leave my milk please knock on window 
and wake me because I want you to give me a 
hand to turn the mattress.” 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

Ready to go? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIQvaBOuvAs 

Going up might get easier ……..  
Well, some time in the future 

Coming down safely is always the most im-
portant part of the trip 

…… and then there’s the issue of where 
to go 

Celebrating Father’s Day! 

In the distribution email for GMW 25 I asked for 
some responses as to how Father’s Day was  
celebrated. 

In the absence of overwhelming responses I bring 
you a photo of how I spent a fair part of the day.   As 
a bit of a G&S tragic this activity always seems to 
remind me of that song in ‘The Gondoliers’ - “Rising 
early in the morning we 
proceed to light the 
fire”.  

While it’s been very 
windy over recent 
times, I have to admit 
that this stuff wasn’t 
just the product of the 
most recent gales. 

Russ 

Boroondara Seniors Festival 

Gala Concert,  3:00pm, 15 October 2020 

To watch—click the link a little ahead of the  

scheduled time 

www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-2020  

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
http://www.apollobay.org.au/images/VIDEO-2020-08-14-11-05-39.mp4
http://www.apollobay.org.au/images/verticaloff.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIQvaBOuvAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIQvaBOuvAs
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-2020
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Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.   

Marty’s Playground 
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?  
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 25 of Grey 
Matter  
1. Groucho Marx 1895 – 1977.  Groucho and Me 

(1959) ch.26 
2. W. Somerset Maugham 1874 – 1965 Of Human 

Bondage (1915) ch. 5 
3. Dame Nellie Melba 1861 – 1931 in W.H. 

Ponder Clara Butt (1928) ch.12 
4. H.L. Mencken 1881 – 1956 A Little Book in C 

major (1916) p.42 
 
Now find out who is responsible for these.  
1. Money couldn’t buy friends but you got a 

better class of enemy. 
2. Owl hasn’t exactly got a Brain, but he Knows 

Things. 
3. The mind is its own place, and in itself. 
4. Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven. 
5. Death and taxes and childbirth!  There’s never 

any convenient time for any of them. 

KINKY ADVERTISING  

(aka No Bull) 

IN A RESTAURANT WINDOW 
“Don’t stand there and be 
hungry; come on in and get 
fed up” 

IN THE FRONT YARD OF A 
FUNERAL HOME 
“Drive carefully.  We’ll wait” 

AT A PROPANE FILLING STATION 
“Thank Heaven for little grills” 

IN A CHICAGO RADIATOR SHOP 
“Best place in town to take a leak.” 

And for the last one in Kinky Advertising 

SIGN ON THE BACK OF ANOTHER SEPTIC TANK 
TRUCK 
“Caution – This Truck is full of Political Promises” 

BRAIN TEASERS 
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.1 through 8. 
1. A chicken in every pot 
2. Pace back and forth 
3. Son of a Gun 
4. Double parked 
5. Check and double – check 
6. Pennies from heaven 
7. Cross Country 
8. A face in the Crowd 
Some answers I am not certain about and are open to 
scrutiny. Some I have no answer for.  If you have another 
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M. 
Malone and    it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the 
next issue of Grey Matter.  NOW READ ON: 

Now try the next block Nos. 9 
through 16 


